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BriiaaasatReooulsesof Longstreet's
Night. Attack.

GE ART'S VICTORY.

"Elbe Arnaay of the Gumberland
"Craaft'ker Line" Secured.

BY MAJ.-SKS8- T, O. O. HOWABD, U. 6. A.
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2CXXVIIL

I ssw Gen. Eoakor niter he had received Lis
instructions 'to cross over the Tennessee at
&rilgejKtrl and lunrofc to form a junction with
Gen. Hii:tt, wo was tlic officer selected by
Gen Tliontus t come uut from Chattanooga,

szt tin- - foot of Lotikunt Valley, lay a pontoon
bridge ovwr the Toimcsvje, and defend it till
oar arrival. I
mtveli saw eoorj2b apparently 0 appre--

iuctsivs
ef disaster. He mid. aa substance: ""Why,
Hon are, Loiigstroat it up t&erc u that Look-oa- t

rawKC wicb at least 10,081) fighting inea.
Wc wftl 3& oliKped to wake a lluuk march
5t!j3gfl2bedde and base of the mountain. I
ghaft fhttvc gowwsly so many men, and must
lake tre T my trains. It js a very hazardous

and almost cortfiiu to procure us a
deiVac1"

3 dft mot share Hooker's approhensious at
Cfce time, fpr I believed that the
forrs p at Brown's Fer--y "and the reniain-dt$rr- of

'yUnmsus's army beyond lookout Moun-

tain, woM ltd on the v ateh; that If any cou-sidora-

farce of the enemy came against us
be would thus hopelessly divide ha army.
But afewdays later, atfor a nearer survey of
the country around Cltattsnooga, I saw that
Gon.Hotiker had good reasons for h:s surmises;
for Lookout was like

TJ13E R8CIAN ACROPOLIS
atAfilious a place Tor the most extensive

quite unavailable ifdefended by a
fow'iaan woti ported, and fine ground forwell-chose- a

ierties. Neither Brown's Ferry nor
QbtttitimoiggH ctiuld have struck ablow upthere.
In all ihis rspidii the hills and mountains are
vary Ji;h, and the valleys aie comparatively
itttraw.v ThesmHr iorce in tlie valley tvas,
therefore, always at a jjreat disadvantape.

3Iica5y meruins ofie 27th of October,
1BB3, fnuud tiry omacnajiil f1l of czhilartaion
and 'inTitfd motion. We alreuuy knew the
oouutay 2rey well, for we held a grad-tiar- d

at (Skull iloewd.ats miles out on the main
BrWjieprt &. CSiuttasooa Eailroad, aad lad
sKKjuted ,tle country to the front r.nd right
mitefe farther. So iuauer what the daner
H' le, tifae men in marching always brigbten

nxaudiafgwar happy alter remaining for eon--
&AmrM tiiiw ia a disagreeable camp. The
cfeWls aiid Covers imA Iwpon to v.'orry our men '

not a Untie, particularly the bridge guards
wMoli :hd heeii on the south side of the Ten-ui&se- fi.

I&lany jwor feliows who became sallow
aad Shivering in tie low grounds, where they
wore Tot owl so oautp, will remember vith grati-
tude Uhe indylatigaWe Snieon, Dr. Sparling,
oatetliuos called the Charley O'Mally f the

AxmyolstheCumbcrland, who ltved with them
in rtieSow ground and cheered them by his
jolly suoie ae well a by his medicines.

Jt$. last we were escaping from this danger
U0fl; &Hi aheold cHnips of the Confcder-tte- ;

Urom the guarding long lines of railway;
from tb work in mud and water to corduroy
thoxoadfi and lay the bridges. Jest whrsi was
beibre us ohody knew. It was at least a
ekauge.

XOYAL BODTHKUN UEarsiKKTS.
ily tiw dntsious took the lead. Ahead of

my Infantry skinuisiiens I sent out a few cav-aliym-

1 had but fw only two companies
at that tfcne. The policy of orgauiziugas many
Tttsamtmfi as jKiSiblc from each State which
had attempted secession, when we came near
them, prevailed, particularly in the West; so
we "had In the army our 1st Ala. Cav. and oar
1st Tenn. These regimeutfe afiorded an asylum
to ' loyal Tefugees." In Tennessee the people at
home who were full of sympathy for the rebel
lion were called "Southern men," while in
retaliation the others were usually denomi-
nated "renegades," or designated by worse
names.

From them I obtained two companies, one
from ejiob, and k, was these "who cleared, as
well as so few men could, my front and right
flank; thenearriver8umciently covered my left.
Gen. J.W. Geary was in caarge of the division of
the Twelfth Corps which was to follow mine.
Gen. Sloeum had for some reason sought and
obtained a command further "West; therefore,
before this he had left Hooker's command.
The remainder of the Twelfth Corps, besides
Geary's division, in conjunction with orae
other troops, was to take care of our long line
of communications. We made that ii ret day a
comfortable march, for it is not wis the first
day out of camp to press the men, and met
no opposition. We were early at Whiteside's,
having made about 15 or 16 miles. One can
hardly imagine

A BOUGHEE COCKTKY.
The rugged hills of Greece, through which I
un just now passing, remind me of tho views

wJiioh my memory presorves of that hilly part
of Tennessee. There were tho steepest moun-
tains, abrupt and rocky hights and narrow,
canyon-lik- e defiles. We found mines of coal
at the summits of high peaks. They were
worked with queer tramways and cars so ar-
ranged by ropes and machinery as to let down
the coal h undreds of feet. The railway bridge
had been supported hy wood on frames, built
like high scaffolding, story oa story. This
bridge was nearly destroyed. We found at the
old Whiteside's Station one poor family consist-
ing of a large woman End several children. I
then wrote in my notes, referring to this fam-
ily and others in that mountain region: u How
poor, how filthy, how ignorant all the people
are." The poverty and squalor were pitiable.
The actual cause of tho war was not even
known among them. They were made a prey
to any unbelievable tale which made its way
t the coal mines. One said to me that he had
Jae&rd that a battle had been fought among
CeBgrewmen in. the Capitol at "Washington, and

that tho great war had come from that. There
was one abandoned house which presented a
respectable appearance ; it had two fair-size- d

rooms. We had tho rooms swept and fires
lighted in the chimneys, and then headquar-
ters moved in to enjoy a reasonably comforta-
ble night. Before taking positions for tho
ordinary guards and outposts wo encountered
and
CHASED OFF SOME OF TEE ENEMY'S CAV-

ALRY
which approached loo 'closely and gave some
annoyance. To add a little to our store of in-

formation we had caught two cavalrymen,
whom we held as prisoners. The persistent
Colonel Asmussen was sutfered to probe them
with questions. By their reluctant accounts
the position and strength of the enemy was

made more clear. The next morning, the 23th
of October, tho command was ou hand in good

time. At daylight we pulled out of camp and
marched in the same order as the day before.
Ascending toward the Raccoon Divide we soon
came upon the Confederate cavalry pickets,
who fled before our advance. In the excite-
ment of a slight skirmish and quick movement
of the leading troops the ascent was soon made
that is, to the highest ground between White-
side's and the Lookout Valley. Tho troops ng

somewhat scattered, a halt was called
till my divisions were closed up. During this
halt the enemy's watching force

PJ1EPA1IED A AMBUSH FOR US.

They seized and occupied a wooded spnr of
Lookout Mountain, around tho foot of which
our roadway wound. It was perhaps one mile
south of the Wauhatchio Depot. Suddenly, as
our skirmish line began to feel its way along
over the rough ground amid tho rocks and trees,
we heard a few rifle shots, and then in a few
minutes a brisker fire. I was obliged to send
forward an entire regiment before these per-

sistent shooters could be induced to stop their
firing and fall back. We had in this affair one
poor fellow killed and a few wounded. The
casualties were from Col. Bushbeck's brigade.
The Confederates then fled down the Lookout
Valley, and our advauced men, now full of
excitement, like hunters in tho chase, fol
lowed their trail as fast as their feet could
carry them. But as my main column shortly
emerged from the thicket and were march-
ing along in the valley, with tho lofty range
of Lookout on its right, there was, as if
we needed it, a new source of inspiration.
From the crest of the high mountain Long-stre- et

and his men were taking a good view of
us. Just above the perpendicular rocks which
crown the highest point of the range wc could
discern the Confederate signal officer waving
and dipping his small ensign of Stars and Bars
in a most lively manner, and then we saw a
flash and a volnme of smoke, which was Eoon
followed by n double explosion. This at once
revealed to ns the position of the hostile can-

non.
THE CA3?XOJfADnrG BEGAN

about the time we passed that intersecting road
which led northward from our Brown's Ferry
Toad to a landing on the Tennessee, and con-

tinued while we were making about two miles
of our march. My column at that time, with
the best closing up which could be effected in
that rocky country, must have been at lea3t
six miles in extent. This included my nsual
ammunition and baggage train. The Confed-

erate gunners, therefore, had a lengthy artil-
lery practice. They found it difficult to suff-
iciently depress their cannon to touch our posi-

tion. At first the screaming shells went far
beyond as. Owing to the echoes and reverber-
ations caused by the steep and abundant moun-
tains, the resounding of the artillery was re-

markable. Some mifcsilts fell short, but a few
came near enough to make our men long for
shelter, and to cause them to hasten their
steps iu order to gain a safer distance. Under
this spectacular aad noisy cannonade one man
was killed and another wounded. I hope
some comrade who may Eee this sketch will
give me the name of the slain. Where there
is but one name, it always excites one's inter-
est. Who was that one? He was taken; we
were spared !

A STARTLING .SIGHT.
Being ignorant of the country, we were

startled to see a considerable force crowning
some round hills which suddenly rose up in our
pathway. Were tbo:e men looming up and
projected into the sky, our friends or our ene-
mies? Field-glasse- s were in demaud. We
could see bright flags red, white, and blue.
The Confederates had in colors the same as we.
We eouid catch the bright gleam of gun-barre- ls

and bayonets. The signs were not enough
to determine the anxious question.'1 But while
preparing to approach with great care, to be
readj' for war or peace, as the caso should re-
solve itself, we heard a welcome sound; it was
just like oar own bturdy shout; it was Haven's
men, who, excited by the cannonading, had
lelt their bridge-hea- d and hail come out to
meet us. As wo neared them and could catch
their accents, we took in the memorable words:
"Hurrah I hurrah! you have opened up our

hread-liue!- " It was a slad meeting; glad for
us, who felt that we had accomplished the dif-
ficult march; glad for them, who had for bomo
time been growing thin on short supplies; for
at times they were living only on parched
corn, and not enough of that. It is always
hard for a 6oldier or sailor in active service,
who is put on half or quarter rations, and is
forced to resist hunger by shortening his waist-bel- t,

to continue this1 weakening operation too
long. The slow btarvation of a siego is prop-
erly more dreaded by them than the exposures
in campaign and battle.

After a few minutes of kindly -- interchange
of greeting of those who came together, Ha-zen- 's

men and mine resumed their ranks. The
former returned to their positions, and my
command, resting its right at the foot-hil- ls of
Raccoon Range and iu echelon with Hazcn,
faced toward Lookout Mountain and went into
camp for the night. Gen. Hooker, who had
come on with Geary's division, joined me and

ESTABLISHED HIS HEADQUARTERS
near at hand.

Geary, who bad in charge a long train of
wagons, was instructed to stop back at Wau-hatchi- e,

three miles at least from my camp.
As ho had but a littlo more than one division
of tho Twelfth Corps, it was for him a hazard-
ous thing to do. Gen. Hooker deemed this
noces&ary to the holding of tho Lookout Val-
ley, and he further desired to cut off and catch
a small force which Longstrect bad been keep-
ing on tho Tennessee. Thofeo were tho bos-til- es

who had been so enterprising and an-
noying us to break up our roadway on the op-
posite shore. The Wauhatchie Cross-roa- d was
the only practicable pathway for their exit
from that place, usually called Brown's Laud-
ing. The Tennessee must bo cleared from
Confederates, for Thomas's litplc steamer Tito
Chattanooga was at last Unified, loaded with
hard bread, and already slowly winding its
way up the river to eupplenieut our venturo-feom- o

march.
Still, important as Wauhatchio undoubtedly

was, It was like throwing
A RAIT WITHOUT HOOK AND LINE

before a hungry fish, to have a large train of
wagons parked there, dofendod by so small a
force, in plain view of Gen. Longstrect and his
observing army. For he could dart upon the
bait, swallow it, and make off to his sheltered
nook without much danger to hj-aie- lf.

An observer who stood on thosnmraitamong
Longstreet's soldiers on tho afternoon of our
march, describes it graphically, and before
closing remarks : " Gen. Longstrect, who from
the peak had 'xarefully watched tho march of
tho Eleventh Corps, determined to make an
attack for another purpose (not to attempt to
regain the valley), merely to capture, if possi-
ble, a largo park of wagons and its escort,
numbering, as was supposed, from 1,500 to
2,000 men, who still remained in the rear."

Longstreet had quickly apprehended the
situation and sent a strong force, as soon as it
was dark enough to conceal his movements, to
descend from his stronghold, pass westward
along the Chattanooga wagon-roa- d, cross Look-
out Creek at a favorablo ford, seizo and hold
firmly a line of low hills which bordered tho
Creek, so as to secure a quick retreat in caso of
any miscarry or to hold back tho Eleventh
Corps and Hazen, should wo attempt a flank
march aloug that front to succor Geary. All
this was done. The low hills wero manned
and to some extent barricaded, for there wero
plenty of rocks and trees covering them. A
Confederate division, commanded by Gen.
Stephenson, was then dispatched to attack
'Geary.

THE BATTLE OF WAUHATCHIE.
Some time after midnight, when our weary

men were In their soundest sleep, undisturbed
by tho friendly moon, which was shining
brightly that night, and freq from apprehcu-hension- s,

for our inarch hail been completed
and we had a good, strong position, of a sud-
den the extreme stillness was broken by the
roar of cannon and the rattlo of musketry.
Everybody who was fully awako said at once,
" Our men at Wauhatchie are attacked." In-
stantly I sent to my division commanders
(Gens. Schurz aud Steiuwehr) to put their
troops under arms. The words of command
had hardly left mo when Hooker's anxious
message came: "Hurry, or you cannot save
Geary. He has been attacked."

The troops wero quickly on foot. Gen.
Schurz's were that night especially alert and
the first under arms. Tho road ran along at
the base of the low hills which I have describ-
ed, and which the Coufederates were already
quietly holding. Schurz was ordered to go on
to Geary's relief, but he had hardly set out
over the rocks aud through tho thickets, feel-
ing his way to the west and north of the wagon
road in the uncertain light, probably not very
clear in his own mind just how to get to that
heavy and continuous firing, when a skirmish
fire began, coming upon his advance from those
low hills.

Just at that time I joined Gen. Hooker, who
was sitting with Butterfield, his chief of staff,
on the side of a knoll, where a fire had been
started, for the night was cold. He was evi-

dently disturbed, but not impatient. He
thought my command was not pressing on fast
enough, but agreed with me that tho first thing
to do must be to clear those low lulls along the
Lookout Creek. Steinwehr was coming up
rapidly along the road. He designated Col.
Orlaud Smith's brigade for the work for his
division. A little farther on Schurz sent Gen.
Tyndall's brigade to carry the hills on his left.

As soon as these primary arrangements were
effected, I said to Gen. Hooker : ' With your
approval, I will take the two companies of
cavalry and push through to Wauhatchie."

The General answered: "All right, Howard;
I shall be here to attend to this part of the
field."

Then immediately, with my small squadron.
I set out, moving toward our right till beyond
range of the enemy's shots. I picked my way
along the foothills of the Raccoon Mountain.

I had been gone but a few minutes when Col.
Orland Smith succeeded in deploying his bri-
gade parallel with tho road aud facing toward
the little hills from which a fitful and annoy-iu- g

fire was kept up by the Confederates, who
were concealed along the crest, and doubtless

DELIVERED THEIR FIRE AT RANDOM,
as they fancied by the noise that our men wero
trying to march past them in the valley below.

Smith's men then marched with fixed bayo-neLsacro- ss

theroad, up the wcodyslope, through,
the thickets and over the hindering rocks, still
receiving a fire, but not returning it till the
crest was reached. The Confederate soldiers
were evidently surprised at this bold move-meut,a- nd

as soon as they saw in themoonlight
the shimmer of the bayonets they gave way at
every point.

In asimilar way, and ataboutthesametime,
Tyndall's brigade cleared tho bights in his
front. What was known as Ellis's house, beyond
the lowhills, fell between Smith's and Tyndall's
brigades. Theroad being now clear Col. Hecker,
of the S2d 111., (the same who was wounded at
Chancellorsville, and was now commanding a
brigade,) made his way as rapidly as possible
toward Gen. Geary.

While this brisk work was going on and I was
pushing for Wauhatchie as fast as possible, the
firing on Geary's front suddenly ceased. As I
emerged into an open space I could see num-
bers of men moving about. I called to tho
nearest Equad : "Who goe3 there?"

" we are Stephenson's men,"
was the prompt reply. I knew that we had no
such commander there, so I said : " Have you
whipped theYaukees?" The same voice re-
plied, in substance, that they had tried ; had got
upon the Yankees' flank, but just then their
men in front had given back, so they had lost
their way. Meanwhile, we had drawn near
enough to reveal ourselves and tako them
prisoners. In a few minutes more I found
Gen. Geo. S. Green, who commanded Geary's
left brigade. He was frightfully wounded
through the face. I knew him and his excel-
lent work at Gettysburg ; his wound now, bad
as it looked, did notprovo fatal. Altera word I
passed on under tho guiding of his officers to find
Geary. It was always a pleasuro to me to meet
Geary. He was a vigorous, strong, hearty man,
who took a pride in the doings of his men.

To-nigh- t, as 1 grasped his hand, he said that ho
was glad to see me ; that ho had handsomely
repulsed tho enemy; that both his artillery and
infantry had dono well.

Everybody will re-ca- ll the story of
THE --MULE BRIGADE.

There it was that the mules, tied to the parked
wagous, became restive under fire. Many of
them, as soon as the cannon began to roar,
broke away and rushed straight through tho
enemy's ranks, doubtless in the dim light pass-
ing with them for cavalry.

Gen. Geary trembled with emotion as ho
spoko to me of his losses and of thejdeath of his
sou, Lieut. E. R. Geary, Battery F, Pennsyl-
vania Light Artillery. Ho had in all some 300
killed and wounded in that action. Shortly
tho complete junction was effected by Col.
Hecker, and I hastened back to Gen. Hooker
to make my report.
- Gen. Butterfield gave me there my first ac-
count of Orland Smith's brilliant charge and
Tyndall's success. Our loss in tho Eleventh
Corps was put, before the accurate count could
bo obtained, at 15 to 20 killed aud 125
wounded. Col. Underwood, of tho 33d Mass.,
was supposed to be mortally wounded. I soon
had a 'conversation with him during his ex-
treme weakness and prostration, and wrote to
a friend these words about him: "Ho has a
clear and decided Christian faith; ho is a
healthy and temperate man, and may get well."
Ho was promoted for this action at Wauhatchie,
and did recover, though with a shortened limb,
and has lived many years to be useful to his
city (Boston), and to bo a comfort and help to
his family.

I will close this account with Gen. Geo. H.
Thomas's letter of thauks, dated the following
day, (Oct. 30, 1864.) which we of the Eleventh
uorps received with special joy. It was ad-
dressed to Gen. Hooker.

General: 1 most heartily congratulate you, and
tho troops under your command, at tho brilliant
success you gained over your old adversary Lonir-Btre- et

on the niftbt of the 28th ult. The bayonet
charge of Howard's troops, made up tho aide of a
eteep and difllcult hill, over 200 feet high, com-
pletely routine tho enemy from his barricades on

U top, and tho rcpulso by Geary's division ofgreatly superior numbers, who attempted to sur-
prise him, will rank among the most dibtinpuinhed
feat of arms of this war. Geo. H. Thomas,

Maj.-Ge- n. Commanding.
To be continued.
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To the Boys and Girls of the United States:

It was on Nov. 17 that Gen. Sumner's Grand
Division reached tho hills opposite Fredericks-
burg. Tho pontoons arrived on tho 27th.
Twelve more days pass the army reposing on
the Falmouth and Stafford Hills, over which
Gen. Washington rode in his boyhood.

The whole of Gen. Leo's army was encamped
on tho hills behind Fredericksburg. Standing
on the hill overlooking the town I could see
white tents in the distance. At night there was
the glow of innumerable camp-fire- s. Morning,
noon and night I could hear the bugle call of
tho cavalry and artillery, and the rat-a-pla- n of
the drum and the rumbling of wagons. There
were but few people inthe town nearly all had
left. The Confederate pickets patrol the south-
ern bank of the stream ; the Union, the north-
ern.

" When are you going to Richmond?" asked
the Confederate.

" We'll let you know by and by," was the
answer.

THE PROBLEM.

What should Gen. Burnside do? His first
plan had failed, partly through his forbidding
Gen. Sumner to cross the" river when he could
have done so, partly through tho failure of
Gen. Halleck to have the-pontoo- there upon
the arrival of tho troops. On tho Upper Rap-pahanno- ck

he had been confronted by only
two-thir- of Leo's army; now the whole Con-

federate force was om tho( hills before him.
Every day the intrerichments were becoming
stronger. Tho Confederate batteries were all
in position. On the Upper Rappahannock no
pontoons were neededbutnow pontoons must
bo laid under a heavy fire. The army had
marched directly away from the Confederate
army to open a new basc'of supplies, and then'
take up its march towards Richmond. Tho rail-
road was open, but the Confederate army, be-

hind unassailable intre.hments, hlocked the
way. Tho whole plan, had failed. What
should be done? Burnide thought of making
a second move down the river towards Belle
Plain, lay tho pontoons there and cross; but
somehow Gen. Lee knew all about it and sent
D. H. Hill's division to 'occupy the ground op-

posite the place selected for crossiug.
Winter had come; the river was rising.

That plan would not do. The army must not,
however, go into Winter quarters. The north
ern people wanted to hear that Richmond had
been captured.

On tho 10th of December Gen. Burnside
called his officers together and laid his plan
before them. It was to plant all the heavv ar
tillery along the hills (nearly 150 guns), lay
pontoons in five places, and cross tho army at
night. Franklin's Grand Division was to at-

tack on the left; Sumner's, on the right
LAYING THE PONTOONS.

Soon after dark on the night of tho 10th tho
Engineer Brigade, with the pontoons on wheels,
came down from the Stafford Hills. Boats
sufficient for the construction of two bridges
halted near the railroad enough for two more
went a third of a mile flown the stream, oppo-
site the lower end of the town, while tho re-

mainder went a mile and a half farther down,
almost to Mr. Bernard's house. Sumner and
Hooker were to use thoso opposite the town,
and Franklin thoso opposito Bernard's. A
brigade of troops was ordered to protect the
engineers in their work. Tho gunners stood
besido their guns ready to open fire if tho Con-

federates opposed them. The engineers took
the boats from the wagons, pushod them out
over tho thin ice, anchored them in tho stream,
and commenced laying the timbers and planks.
A'denso fog hung over the river, which con-

cealed their operations, and before daybreak
tho bridges were half completed. The 17th
and 18th Miss., of Barksdale's brigade, and tho
8th Florida, of Perry's brigade, wero on pickot
along the river, while tho 13th and 21st Miss.
and 3d Ga. were in reservo in the town.

Lee was wary. Ho expected an advance of
the Union army. His scouts were alert. All
the commanders wero ordered to bo vigilant.
So, keeping a sharp lookout, tho sentinels
walked tho bank through tho long night, peer-
ing into tho darkness, and listening to catch
the meaning of the confused hum which floated
to them across the Btream.

MORNING?
At 5 o'clock on the morning of tho 11th of

December two signal guns were fired on the
bights of Fredericksburg. Deep and heavy
their roar rolling along tho valley, echoing from
hill to hill, and rousing tho sleepers of both
armies. Wo who listened upon tho Falmouth
Hills knew that the crossingwas nota surprise,
but that the Confederates wore ready for bat-
tle. As tho day dawned there came a rattling
of musketry along tho river. Barksdale's
pickets opened fire. The gunners at the bat-
teries were quick to Tespon'd, and sent grapo
and canister across the stream. Tho pickets
opposite tho lower pontoons soon retired, and
the engineers completed their work. But in
the town the Mississippians took shelter in tho
buildings and poured a deadly fire upon tho
bridge-builder- s. Almost every man who at-
tempted to carry out a plank folk For awhilo
tho attempt was relinquished.

" Tho bridgo must be complotdd," said Gen.
Burnsido.

Once moro the engineers attempted it. The
fog still hung over the river. Thoso who stood
on tho northern bank could only boo the
flashes on tho other shore. Tho artillerymen
wero obliged to fire at random, but so energetic
their firo the engineers wero ablo to carry tho
bridgo within 80 or 90 feet of tho shore, and
then so deadly in tuin was tho fire of tho Con-
federates that it was munler to send men out
with a plank.

a.Gen. Burnsiuc siool on- - the piazza of tho

1'hilips hou3e,-- a mile from the pontoons. Gen.
umuer aud Gen. Hooker were there. Aids

and couriers came and went with messages
aud orders. '

"My bridge is completed, aud I am ready to
cross," was Franklin's message at 0:30.

"You must wait till tho upper bridgo is
completed," was the reply.

Two hours passed. A half dozen attempts
were made to complete the upper bridgo with-

out success. Bravo men, not belonging to the
engineers, came down to tho bank, surveyed
the scene, and then, voluntcoriug their serv-
ices, seized planks aud boards, and ran out
up"on the bridge, but only to fall before tho
sharpshooters concealed in tho cellars of the
houses not 10 rods distaut. Capt. Brainard, of
tho 50th N. Y., with 11 men, voluuteered to
fiuish the nearly completed work. They went
out upon the run. Five fell at one volley aud
the rest returned. Cant. Perkins, of tho same
regiment, led another party. Ho fell with a
ghastly wound in tho neck. Half of his men
wero killed or wounded. These were sacrifices
of life with nothing gained.

Tho forenoon wore away. It was past 1
o'clock. The army was waiting. Gen. Burn-
side sent for Gen. Woodbury, commanding tho
engineers, and for Gen. Hunt, commanding tho
artillery, and talked over the situation.

" It is impossiblo to complete the bridge. It
is murder to send men out to be shot down by
tho Confederates concealed in the cellars of
the houses and firing from tho windows," said
Gen. Woodbury.

BOMBARDINO THE TOWN.
The Confederates were using the houses for

shelter., By the code of war it would he rula-bl- o

for Burnside to bombard the town, although
there were women aud children and non-combata-

in the houses. He gave the order, and
then from 117 cannon shot and shell were
rained upon the town. Nearly 9,000 rounds
were fired.

The air.became thick with the murky clouds
of smoke. Tho earth shook beneath the ter-
rific cannonade GO shells a minuto fiew
through the air. .No hot shot were used, but
explosives set fire to a block of bnildings and
a great dark column of smoke rose heaven-
ward.

Although the bombardment was so terriblo
very few persons were injured, and tho Missis-
sippians were still in the cellars, ready to fire
upon the bridgc-buildcr- s. The first man who
went out with a plank fell headlong into tho
water. One thing was plain the Mississip-
pians must be driven from their hiding places
before the work could go on.

A BRAVE ACT.
A force must be sent over in the boats, charge

up the bank, and drive the Confederates from
ilje bouses. It would be a hazardous unde-
rtakingmen would bo killed.

" Who will go ? Col. N. A. Hall, who was
a Lieutenant in Fort Sumter when Beauregard
opened fire upon it, but now commanding a
brigade, asks the question. He is Colonel of
the 7th Mich., one of the regiments of his bri-
gade. Tho other regiments: are the 19th and
20th Mass. aud 42dK.Y. They have Ifortght
at Fair Oaks, Savage's Station, Gleadale, Mal-
vern and Autictara. The hlood of Col. Hall's
own soldiers, the veterans of the 7th Mich., is
up.

" We will go ! thev shout.
The fog and the smoke of the cannonade

had floated away ; the air was clear. The Mis-

sissippians were sending their bullets across
the stream, but at a signal the men of the 7th
Mich, go down the northern bank upon the
run, lift the boats from the wagons, push them
into tho water and leap in. Tho paddles dip
the water; the men are a fair mark for the
enemy. One by one they drop, but on they go,
faster and faster, towards the southern shore.
The heavily-lade- n boats ground in shoal water
before reaching the shore. The soldiers, with
a common impulse, leap into the water and
form under the shelter of the bank.

Tho boats recross tho river, tako on board tho
19th and 20th Mass., who join tho 7th Mich.
They charge up the bank, rush upon the
houses, batter down the doors, quickly driving
outor tikingprisonersthe Confederates within.

They leaped into the rockinpr shallop,' Ten oflered where one could go;
And the breeze was alive with laughter

Till the boatmen began to row.
Tlin the shore where the rebels harbored

Was fringed with a gush of flame,
And buzzing like bees o'er the water

The swarm of their bullets came.

But yet the boats moved onward.
Through fire and lead they drove,

With the dark, htill mass within them,
Aud the floating stars above.

Cheer after cheer we sent them,
As only armies can,

Cheers for old Massachusetts,
Cheers for young Michigan.

They formed in line of battle,
Not a man was out of place;

Then with leveled steel they hurled them
Straight ki the rebels' face.

FIGHT IN THE TOWN.

History furnishes but few records of more
daring exploits than this of the 7th Mich. In
15 minutes they cleared tho houses in front of
them and took more prisoners than their party
numbered 1

It was 4:30 in the afternoon one of tho
shortest days of the year. Tho sun had disap-
peared in a dull gray bank of clouds. Dark-
ness was coming on. Quicklv, now, tho bridge
builders finished their work, and the other
regiments of Hall's brigade crossed, filed right
and left, followed by Oweus's brigado.

The Confederate batteries through the after-
noon had been silent, but now from Taylor's
Hill, northwest of the town, camo a storm of
solid shot and shell aimed at tho bridgo. Tho
band of tho 129th Pa., standing on tho north
bank, began to play to cheer the men while
crossing, but there was a quick Btop to tho
music not put down in tho score when a shell
burst close by them. They dropped on their
faces, and then fled to a safer place.

Gen. Howard, commanding tho division,
formed his men on the southern shore Hall's
brigado on tho right, Owens's on tho left, and
Sulley's held in reserve by tho river. The
fighting was to tako place in the streets, which
cross at right angles. The Confederates could
chooso their positions. Thoy knew every hid-
ing place the point where thoy could open
firo and not bo seen.

I stood on the river bank and beheld through
the gloaming tho deployment of tho troops.
Hall's brigado was first in the fight, tho Massa-
chusetts 20th advancing up a street, receiving a
fearful volley from the Mississipians, losing
in a fow moments 19 killed and 81 wounded.
I could see single flashes from doors and win-
dows whore the Confederato sharpshooters had
secreted themselves, and then sheets of flame
from tho dark mass of mon in blue in the
streets. Capt. Macy, commanding the 20th
Mass., was directed to clear tho street leading
straight up from the river. The regiment ad-

vanced, but the head of the column molted
quickly away. Tlatoon afler platoon went

down. Ninety --seven officers and men were
killed or wounded a the distance of 150 feet-Thou-

so mauy fell, the column did not f.ifor,
but with lond chuers rushed on, driving tho
Confederates from tho houses.

OWKSR'S BRIGADE.
Tho brigado was composed of tho 80ih, Tlstf,

TL'd, and lOb'th Pa. Tho skirmwhers de-

tailed to clear the atreet3 rshed up a Ide
street, gained tho tlanfc of the Cbnfftdortfcd
captured tu-arl- y 100 prisoners. Col. Moorheud
command, d tho Jfltith.

Old man," said ono of the prisoners, " 1 mix
you are safe. I hitvo tried four times to bit you,
but somehow didn't o it"

Owens's brigade received a pattering fir
from the sharpshooters in-th- churches, but his
rear, sheltering tlmnnwIvM in doorways ml
by honso watched the flashes and gave,
answtringhhote and uxule it so hot for situ
Confederatesnhat tllose- - who were not killed
found safety in retreat

In front of Hall tho fighting was sovore, I

the Confederates leaotetely holding Uwrr
ground, taking delihorate aim.

One of the men kiilad wa3 Rev. Arthur B.
Fuller, Chaplain of the ICth Mass. He had
been a faithful Chaplain through the Peninsular
campaign, working hard in the hospital day
and night, till bis health had given way. He
had been honorably discharged the day before,
but knowing there was to be a battle had
waited. So iuten-- e his patriotism he could
not leave. He took a musket, become a volun-
teer, aud joined the regiment as a soldier.

"I mu3t do something for my country.
Where shall I go?" be said to Capt" Dun.

" Now is a good time for you, if you wish to
fight. Fall in on tho left" said the Captain.

The bullets were flying thick and fast, but
he was cool and deliberate. He exposed him-
self needlessly, stauding in tho middle of the
street loading, firing, loading again, when a
bullet struck him, and he fell dead. The Mis-

sissippians charged, and Capt. Dun was obliged
to fall back, leaving his body where he fell.
When at last it was recovered everything val-
uable upon his persou had been taken.

Gradually the flashes ceased, and the quick,
sharp rattle of musketry became lika tho last
pattering drops of a Summer shower.

Barksdale withdrew his troop3 to the out-
skirts of the town. They had made a deter-
mined resistance, killing and disabling a large
number of Union men.

At tho next pontoon below thoy had pre-
vented its construction. Burnside ordered Col.
Hawkins, commanding a brigade, to send over
men In boats. Four boats were launched, and
100 men of theSOth N. Y. crossed, captured 60
prisoners, and held the ground till
Tho pontoon was completed, and Hawkins's
entire brigade crossed and drove the Confeder-
ates from the lower section of the town.

TOBACCO.

In one of the warehouses wa3 a quantity of
tobacco. When tr e Confederates saw that the
town was likely to be captured they threw it
into the streets, but the soldiers quickly gath-
ered it up. Round every camp-fir- e they smoked
their pipes and elies-f- ed the events of the day.--

There were stringent orders against plunder-
ing, but as the Confederates had used the houses'
for fortifications, from which they had fired
upon the advancing columns, and as Burnside
had bombarded the town, the soldiers reasoned
that the command was inoperative, and they
appropriated to their own use whatcverpleased
their fancy.

They seized articles of food bacon and egg3,
mado hot cakes in the kitchens, eating them
with sugar and molasses. They carried mat--
tresses and beds into the streets, spreading them
upon the sidewalks for a luxurious night's re-

pose. They dressed themselves in
antiquated clothes, and danced and sang,

playing upon the pianos. I saw one soldier
throw away his cap aud put on a tall hat; tak-
ing his place in tho ranks, his comrades made
fun of him for being so nice a gentleman.

Those who laid themselves down to sleep
upon the mattresses and pieces of carpeting
were compelled to give them up to the Surgeon
for the use of the wounded. There was no in-

discriminate plundering. Only tho houses
nearest the river were entered. As the army
had scrupulously regarded the order against
plundering up to this hour, it is probable that
the bouses would not have been ransacked had
they not been used by theMississippi sharpshoot-
ers. From that hour on to the close of tho war
tho soldiers paid little heed to orders against
appropriating private property.

A BRAVE BOY.
When the soldiers of the 7th Michigan leaped

into the boat3 a drummer boy joined them,
Robert Henry Henderson, 13 years old.

"Get out; you can't go," said an officer.
"I want to go."
" No ; you will got shot Out with you."
Robertjumped into the water, andhclped push

the boat into the stream, but instead of letting
go, held on, clung to the stern, and was taken
across. His clothes wero wet, but that did not
matter. He was on tho southern shore. A
shell came screaming through tho air, bursting
overhishcad,a piece tearing through his drum.
He threw it aside, picked np a gun, rushed up
the hill, came upon a Mississippian slightly
wounded, who was rushing from a house.

"Surrender!" Robert shouted. The Missis-Bippi- an

gave up his gun and Robert marched
him to the rear. Gen. Burnsido saw him.

" Boy, I glory in your spunk," he said.
From Fredericksburg the regiment went

West, and Robert was in tho battles of Stone
River, Chattanooga and other engagements,
where ho was as brave as on tho banks of the
Rappahannock.

ITo be continued.
m

Jbr the Rational Tribune.'
I'OKGrv'liXESS.

BY MRS. E. N. HAKDEJ.-BERO-

"The boys in blue are getting gray,"
Their ranks grow thinner day by day;
The step, Ies.s steady than of old,
Is turning toward the gates of gold.
A few more years, awl who shall tell
How brave they were; how grand and well,
With stalwart arm, the cause defended ;
How peace was won and war was ended.
To-da- y they meet to clasp a hand
Old times relate thro all the land;
Is aught so true as freemen brave
Who periled life our land to save?
Iet banners wave ! let prayers ascend I
To cheer their pathway to the end.
All honor heads, once black or brown,
Who wear to-d- ay life's silver crown.,
A score of years have passed away
Since battles raged 'twixt blue and gray;
Now the days ring in a varied chime
01 the olden scenes and the olden time,
Of tented fields, of wounds and scars,
Of comrades dead, of prison bars.
Some wore the blue, some wore the gray.
Who meet with friendly grasp to-da- y.

8o run our lives with fitful change,
To-da- y is new, strange;
The post is spent, the future near,
When darkest mysteries will seem clear-W-hy

conflicts wage and we shall know
In heaven tho cause of earthly wo.
There changeless shall the blue remain,
The gray renew its youth again.
Forgiveness relgneth, glad and freo,
Wherever the starry ling may be;
No more is crossed war's flaming sword.
But in its stead the kindly word
Ts interchanged by friend and foe
Around the camp-fire- 's cheerful glow;
Old feuds forgot, misdeeds forgiven,
A preface to the jovb of heaven.

LrrruB Falls, N. Y.

Y1CKSBURG CAMPAKI

The Boldest and Ablest Strategy of

the War.

GRAFTS GBIOTRALSBOP.

The Mtsarfes of Camping in tho
Swamps.

RAINS ASTD FLOODS.

Gaining Firm Ground, ra th
Rear of Vieksburg

BY FRANK IT. 3rASON,CO.A, 48lOHIO EDETXD
ANJD REVISE BT JOHN W". FRY, CO. H, 42l
OHIO.

On returning to the vicinity of Yick3bur
from tho Arkansas Post expedition, Morgan's
corps lauded at Young's Point, on the Louisi-
ana shore, seven miles above the city, and en-

camped wherever favorable ground could be
found in the rear of the levee. Sherman's
corps landed at the same point bat marched
three miles further down, and encamped at the
bise of a long, spear-shape- d peninsula oppo-
site Vickshnrg. Aeros3 the neck of thi3 penin-
sula, as we stated in a former letter, a shalhw
canal had been cut during the previous yearr
but the water had subsided before it could he
finished, and it: bad been thus" far useless. The
river was now rapidly rising, and it was the
purpose of Gen. Grant to

C03IPLETE THIS CANAL,
whether with the expectation of opening a
channel of communication past the city, or
simply by way of keeping the troops partially
employed during a season of enforced inac-
tivity, was a point on which opinions differed.

On the 23th of January, Gen. Geo. W. Mor-
gan, our division and corps commander 3ince
the previous April, wa3 relieved from com-
mand at his own request on account of failing;
health. For a month past he had kept the
field in defiance of the protests of his Surgeon,
and upon tho reorganization of the army at
Young's Point he consented to retire. The
reorganization was by virtue of Military Order,
No. 210, of Dec. 13, 1S62. from the War Depart
ment, which had been received while the
troops were retiring-- from Arkansas Post. It
divided the Western armies into

stvs corps
as follows:

The Thirteenth Corps, commanded Try Maj.-Ge- n.

John A. McCleruand.
The Fourteenth, by 3Iaj.-Ge- n. George H.

Thomas.
The Fifteenth, by Maj.-Ge- n. W. T. Sherman.
The Sixteenth, by Maj.-Ge- n. Hnrlbut.
The Seventeenth,, by Maj.-Ge- n: Jaa. B. Mg

Pherson.
Gen. Thomasr3 corps was in Middle Tennes-

see, Hurlbutfs was at Memphis, Mcpherson's
in the rear of Memphis and on its way to join,
the force in front of Vicksburg, and the corps
of McCIernand and Sharman, as already stated,
were at Young's Point The Thirteenth Corps,
the largest of the five named, comprised four
divisions, commanded respectively by Gens. P.
J. Osterhaua, A. J. Smith, E. A. Carr, and A. P.
Hovey.

De Courcy's brigade, still including the 16th,
Ohio,22d Ky.,.54th Ind.,and 42d Ohio, had
been assigned to the division of Gen. Osterhaus,
a German officer of admirable qualities, who
had distinguished himself at Pea Ridge and ia
other engagements in the West

DRENCHSD OUT.
During the stay of troops afc Young3 Point

the rains were incessant and the low planta-
tion ground on which they were encamped be-

came a vast quagmire. The water broke
through the sides of the new canal, which had
proved a total failure, and backed up, driving-Sherman'- s

corps to the levee. The damp and
discomfort began to tell seriously upon the
health of the troops, and the hospitals were
filled with, the sick, who died as if stricken
with an epidemic. The levee, the only dry
ground in the vicinity, was soon honey-combe- d

with graves. About the 10th of March the
Thirteenth Corps was moved upon steamers
12 miles up the river to Miiliken's Bend, where
fine camps were laid out on the broad, sandy
cotton-field- s, protected by the levee. Here a
reorganization of the Ninth Division took
place, by which Osterhaus's command was bri-

gaded as follows:
TIRST BRIGADE GEN. VAN DEVEBS COmiANIV

ING.
49th Ind. 113th HI.
69th Ind. 120th Ohio.

SECOND BRIGADE COL. JOHN F. DE COUSCT
COMMANDING.

16th Ohio. 54th Ind.
42d Ohio. 114th Ohio.
22dKy.
Fosters 1st Wis. Battery;
Lamphere's 6th Mich. Battery.

On the 19th of February, Col. De Conrcr
whose health had failed, went North on a leave
of absence. He.was dissatisfied with his failure
to attain his well-earne- d promotion to a Brigadier-Ge-

neralship, and did not return to the
army from that time until the 29th of July
following. Tho Second Brigade was com-

manded by Col. L. A. Sheldon, of tha 42A Ohioy
with conspicuous bravery and ability.

THE EARLY SOUTHERN SPRING

had now set in; roses and daffodils were in
bloom in the neglected gardens along the river,
and the sunshine soon dried and hardened the
ground into condition for drilling and reviews.
The army was put into fine condition, conva-
lescents were brought up from tho rear, equip-
ments perfected, and preparations completed
for the Spring campaign. What the plan was
wo could not guess. That the movement was
to be against Vicksburg was certain, but how
or when the attack would be made was yet a
mystery. On the 16th of March a pare of Gen.
Sherman's corps, which had been left at
Young's Point, was sent, with several gun-

boats under Admiral Porter, to work a passage
through Steele's Bayou, In Mississippi, across to
the Yazoo, aud endeavor to effect a landing
there, from which the array might operate
agaiust Vicksburg. The expedition was con-

ducted with great energy and spirit, but Sher-

man found the enemy in force at an important
point aQd tne difficulties of the passage so
great that the attempt failed altogether in that
quarter. The expedition returned to its camp
at Young's Poiutou the 27th of March.

It was demonstrated that the army could not
divert the Mississippi from its coarse se as &

ev.utu V.ehaLu rj, or gain a practicable baae ef
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